Sulphur Springs ISD
Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year!

Back to School Learning Options
Sulphur Springs ISD recognizes the incredible value of in person instruction, on our campuses, led by
qualified, caring teachers, in order to provide a quality education for all students. We also recognize that
very real health and safety concerns for many families at this time will not allow for all students to participate
in traditional on campus instruction. Therefore, SSISD will offer two instructional delivery models for the
2020-2021 school year. Families will have the flexibility to choose the model that best meets the needs of
their children while addressing the health and safety concerns for all children during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Full Time On-Campus


Students will attend school on campus full
time, during regular school hours,
Monday through Friday.



Enhanced health and safety protocols will
be in place.

SSISD Virtual Academy



Students will engage in instruction at
home, through an online platform full
time, Monday thorugh Friday.
Coursework will follow the SSISD
curriculum and daily participation is
required for attendance.

Beginning on Thursday, July 23, parents/guardians will be asked to make a commitment for their child(ren) to
attend school on campus or through the SSISD Virtual Academy. In order to prepare schedules and finalize
staffing decisions, we need commitments to be made no later than 8:00 am on Tuesday, August 4.
Your child’s schedule and teacher assignments cannot be finalized until we receive your commitment to one of
the two learning options for the 2020-2021 school year and your registration for new and returning students.
Online registration is currently open in Skyward if you have not yet completed that process.

Overview of the SSISD Virtual Academy
Students participating in the Virtual Academy will engage in learning as outlined in the SSISD Curriculum
for all courses. This is very different from the Distance Learning Program offered in the spring of 2020.
The Distance Learning Program was specifically created to provide opportunities for continued academic
engagement in a temporary, emergency crisis situation, while the Virtual Academy is designed to be a
long term educational option that will successfully guide students through a rigorous and comprehensive
curriculum for the entire school year.
Parents should carefully consider whether the Virtual Academy is an appropriate option for their children
for the 2020-2021 school year. All instruction will be provided through the Academy, but students will
need strong at home support in order to create a learning environment that is conducive to a successful
education. We are working to finalize a comprehensive guidance document for families who wish to enroll
their children in the Virtual Academy. Below is an overview of Virtual Academy guidelines for families to
consider:


















Attendance is required daily, Monday through Friday. In order to be counted present each day,
students must engage in specified instructional activities that show adequate educational progress
for that day.
Instruction will be provided in an online format. Pre-K through 5th grade students will access their
courses through Seesaw and 6th through 12th grade students will access their courses through
Microsoft Teams. Access to internet service is required for the Virtual Academy.
Instruction through the Virtual Academy is designed for mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge
and skills for each content area and will follow the sequence and pacing of the SSISD Curriculum.
Daily instruction will not mirror the traditional on campus instruction. Instruction through the
Virtual Academy will be designed to meet the unique needs of students who have a more
independent responsibility for their own learning.
Instruction will primarily consist of recorded video instruction and independent learning activities.
This self-guided instruction will be supplemented through live video conferences with teachers in
whole group, individual, and small group settings as needed. These live instructional opportunities
will be scheduled at regular, consistent times throughout the week.
It is essential that students develop a daily schedule, in a designated workspace, that allows them
to engage in the Virtual Academy on a consistent basis. Resources and support will be offered to
families for implementation of the Virtual Academy at home.
Grading for all Virtual Academy courses will follow the same grading policy as the on-campus
model. Virtual Academy courses that earn high school credit will count in the GPA calculation and
class rank as outlined in the SSISD grading policy.
It may not be possible to offer some high school courses in a virtual manner due to the hands-on
nature of the course work. Students will be provided a list of courses available through the Virtual
Academy. It is possible for students to attend the Virtual Academy and come to campus for
specific course work that cannot be completed at home. Transportation will not be provided for
these special cases.
Students who choose the Virtual Academy will be eligible to participate in athletics and other UIL
activities as offered.
Accommodations and support services will be provided virtually where possible. Some specialized
services may be provided on campus.

Overview of 2020-2021 On-Campus Instruction

Sulphur Springs ISD is excited to offer in person, on-campus instruction for the 2020-2021 school year,
and we are ready to do so in a manner that addresses the health and safety of all students and staff at
this time. On-campus students will attend school on a regular instructional schedule and will engage in
face-to face learning during regular school hours, Monday through Friday. Elementary students will
participate in specials such as music, PE, and recess as normal. Secondary students in grades 6-12 will
follow their class schedules as normal and transition to different classrooms for instruction. In order to
help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our schools, a number of enhanced health and safety protocols
will be in place. Highlights include:












All students and staff will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms regularly and individuals who
present with symptoms will be separated and sent home.
o Staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work each
day.
o Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day
prior to sending their student to school. Student temperatures will not be taken as they
enter the school building each day.
o Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present.
SSISD will follow the governor’s executive orders for requiring face masks when it is not feasible to
maintain six feet of social distancing from others.
o There are exceptions within the order including one that exempts children under 10 from
having to wear a mask.
o Outside of an executive order from the governor or a requirement from the Texas
Education Agency, SSISD will not require face masks.
o Students and staff will be permitted to wear face masks if they choose, even if not
required.
Desks or tables will be socially distanced as much as instructionally possible. Class size will adhere
to state guidelines and will be determined by the number of students who choose to participate in
on-campus learning.
Hand sanitizer will be readily available and thorough hand washing will be practiced.
Per public health guidance from the Texas Education Agency, in the case of an individual who is
diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to school when all three of the following
criteria are met:
o At least three days have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without medication);
o The individual has improvement in symptoms;
o At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared.
Schools will identify, clear, and thoroughly clean any areas used by an individual who is discovered
to be COVID-19 positive.
Students who experience short term absences from school may participate in virtual instruction for
the duration of their absence.

Many questions remain regarding the safe return to in person instruction, and we will continue to develop
and update our on-campus student and staff safety guidelines as more guidance is provided by the Texas
Education Agency. Complete and detailed health and safety plans will be communicated publicly at least
one week prior to the start of on-campus instruction.

